MEETING OF THE MIDDLE-EAST WORKING GROUP - 
GENEVA (HOTEL BEAU R.IVAGE - DECEMBER 14, 1982 : 


PRESENT': J. PICTON 

B. SIMPSON: 

T. WELLS 

J. -C. SKAWRONSKI 
N. CHILTON 

M. CANNON 
G. HANKINS 
D. MYLONAS 
W. MOORE 

K. KIERNAN 
A. BRATSANOS 


The Chairman welcomed the 
Agenda of the: meeting. He 
should arrive later. 


- INFOTAB (Chairman) 

- INFOTAB (Sec.-gen. elect.) 

- PM 1 

- PM 

- B & W 

- BAT 

- BAT 

- RJR 

- TEI 

- TEI 

- GALLAHER 


members of the Group, presented the 
informed the members that T. Wells 


1.. No comments. 

2. The Chairman informed the Group that the: Middle East 
manager of Eeeratsma had contacted, him asking 
whether his company could participate at the Group's 
meetings. All members agreed that all cigarette 
manufacturers that export to the Middle East are welcome 
to the MEWG. 

3. Qatar Information regarding: the issue of POS materials 
at the Doha cooperative indicated that nothing violent 
has happened. 30% import duty on cigarettes is to be 
implemented as of December 1982. 

Saudi Arabia Agencies have received a telex from Tihama 
signed by M. Hibshi (not all members were informed about 
it) requestingi printing of health warning on ads 
appearing in the papers of the Tihama group. N. Chilton' 
showed to Group current advertising of RJR bearing a 
"soft" unattributed warning and from TEI with a "cancer" 1 
unattributed warning.. D. Mylonas explained that, he was. 
advised 1 about this the day before and that this ad was 
the result of a misunderstanding with the Agency. W. 
Moore expressed surprise about the TEI ad. The Group 
agreed' that RJR and 1 Rothmans should' discontinue the 
voluntary use of the warning until some definite 
requirement for its inclusion is adopted, in Saudi Arabia 
It was agreed that a uniform text should' be used along 
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with an attribution. J.-C. Skawronski informed the Group 
that in a subsequent telex they had received from R. 
Honein, commercial director of Tihama, it was explained 
that no immediate use: of the warning was necessary • 
(copies of this telex were distributed to members). 

Kuwait An: article had appeared in the K. Times 
concerning tax increase proposals. It was agreed that the 
distributors should be involved' so that they contact 
government circles as appropriate on a low key.. 


Sudan G. Hankins circulated copy of telex advising 1 that 
a bill was tabled in Parliament banning cigarette 
advertising (with exception, of POS ads), imposing a soft 
health, warning and banning smoking in public places.. Tar 
and nicotine information or limits are not mentioned in 
the bill. Nothing more was known. The Group is going to 
look into this matter. 


Regarding Health Ministers' next gatherings it was; noted' 
that the Gulf Ministers' meeting was to take place; in 
Riyad during first week of January 1982 while the Arab 
Ministers will reportedly meet In April. 

Yemen The issue of health warning text was raised. 
According to K. Xiernan the Government warning mentions; 

dangerous to health" and not "_ to your health" 1 as 

indicated on PMI's samples. As previously agreed 1 
attribution should' be "Government warning" 1 . It, was agreed 
that Companies could use any packs they have already 
printed with "... to your health" until inventories; are 
exhausted and switch then 1 to the correct one. 


The idea of an advertising code for Kuwait: was discussed. 
The majority of members Indicated that in. their opinion 
such' a code would 1 have limited value onlv. Evervbodv 
appeared to agree that issues to be covered were: space 
of the health' warning, no advertising directed, to youth, 
no use of celebrities, possibility of definition of the 
term' "light". The text of the Ivory Coast draft code,, 
(copy of which was distributed 1 to members who had. not yet 
seen It) , could; be used as a first draft keeping' in mind 
the great differences between the situation in Kuwait and 
the Ivory Coast. No quantitative restrictions: should be 
included in' the case of Kuwait. Regarding space for 
warning, regulations already require 10% of the ad';, this 
however is unclear in' case of two or mere page spreads. 
Same thingi regarding, the calicraphv to be used. PMI and 
3+W offered tO' prepare artwork and submit to other 
members; for approval. 
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Number of comments were made regarding the economic 
importance of cigarette advertising for the media in 
Kuwait. For the Kuwaiti press alone cigarette advertising 
spending was; reported', as; being approximately NS$10 
million.'. 

The revised advertising argumentation for ME should 
concentrate mainly on Kuwait, given; the specific 
importance of media in this country and 1 the fact' that 
they are owned by locals. 

T. Wells gave an up-dated situation report on the possibility of 
further measures to restrict or ban advertising in the Gulf, but 
particularly Kuwait. The conclusion was; that, no immediate 
action was expected; in. Kuwait, out that industry principals, and 
allies, should be equipped with argumentation' so that low-key 
contacts can be made and maintained on a. pro-active basis. 

T. Wells presented 1 then a rough, text of a revised' 
argumentation based on the recent CATAC's 
questions/answers prepared for companies’ 1 employees. The 
Group considered this text and recommended certain 
modifications such as: 

try to avoid use of word 1 censorship, 

prepare new introductary statement using 1 points 1 

and 2: together, 

rethink points; 3 and' 4, 

reconsider, need, of including point 5 and/or review 
its text., 

PMI will prepare an. amended version for circulation to 
all members. Each company will be free to reproduce and 
use the finalised text as they see fit. It should, 
however, be distributed to ME agencies (and 1 maybe 
distributors):. Further use by them should be discussed 
with' the respective companies. The text should, be; also 
communicated to the Pan Arab media. PMI volunteered to 
make necessary contacts for this;. 

Certain comments; were made regarding the last MEWG 
Meeting in. Dubai.. Views from the area would indicate that 
media 1 people were not willing to see I AAA involved 
because of its official status. Ini particular Pan Arab 
media, it was indicated, know the problem and the risk of 
cigarette advertising; bans pretty well and they are on 
the Industry's side as the importance of the issue to 
them is considerable. S. Fares;’ personality was described 
as dangerous and IAAA 1 s; credibility in the ME as rather 
low. 

W. Moore reported; on his visit to the Gulf and in 
particular Saudi Arabia. He met with the Director of the 
Food and Drug Section of the Ministry of Health 
Laboratory, Dr . M. Rifaat el, Mogul,d and the head, of the 
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Testing Section, Dr. M. Gamaladin. Hamid, who were very 
cooperative and seem to: realize the problems of testing. 
They understood that cigarette testirc is very different 
from food testing and that one cannot measure accuratelv 
variances but only averages on a. relative long period. 

The laboratory is now set up but. testing has not vet 
started!.. 2 00 0 cigarettes of brands already tested by the 
UK Government Chemist were left with them* for analy sis; in 
order to see how close they could come in their results. 

Specific testing methodology is however still unclear. 

A new Director General of the Laboratory of the' Ministry 
of Health has been appointed, Dr. A1 Farshi, who replaced 
Dr. Shoura. 

Bahrain Nothing, to be reported. 

Kuwa.lt They are very optimistic that they could set up a 
laboratory soon.. 

W. Moore will return to the Gulf at the end of January. 

7. The Chairman asked members whether it would, be possible 

to help in updating the' ME section of the "Smoking Issues. 
Status Book" which is published in two volumes bv 
Infotab. Last version was issued in 1981. Some members 
indicated! that they haven't seen this book. It was agreed 
that everyone, would receive a copy. A questionnaire 
regarding the SI.SB was. given to each member . 


The next Meeting, of the MEWG was scheduled for Februarv 9, 
198 3' in Brussels. 
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